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Fascism, except in the Popolo dyItalia, but for all these
enthusiasts the doctrines of Parliamentary Liberalism,
Socialism and Communism had passed out of the region
of discussion into an arctic circle of contempt.

On April loth, 1919, a general strike occurred in Rome
because the authorities refused to allow a demonstration
in favour of Lenin. On May 4th all the dock-labourers
in Genoa came out, and 80,000 railwayman in Liguria. In

June and July there were riots In Forli, Florence, Turin,
Milan, Alessandria, Genoa, Pisa, and an abortive general
strike in favour of the U.S.S.R. throughout North Italy.

Details of the Communist outrages which followed are
necessarily abbreviated, and may appear a wearisome re-
lation of events best forgotten. Alas, they arc still topical,
at least for France and possibly for Belgium. The reader
is urged to note what happened in Italy, and what the
apologists for Communism arc saying to-day.

In September, 1919, the Government of Italy, under
Socialist pressure, granted an amnesty to all war-deserters,
giving them practically the same opportunities for civil
employment as loyal veterans. In October the Italian
Socialist Congress held at Bologna adopted the full creed
of Bolshevism as its programme. On December ist the
Socialist Members of Parliament in Rome remained
seated when the King came to open Parliament, and sang
the "Red Flag" in his presence. A deserter from the
front, Signer Misiano, took his seat in Parliament.

On January i3th, 1920, there was a strike of postal
employees, and on the aoth a strike on the Italian State
Railways> in which the permanent way was destroyed by
dynamite at Milan, at Arczzo, and at Ancona. The
Government took no disciplinary action; Indeed, under
pressure from the Socialists some men who had remained